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St. Thomas Sunday

Homily by Fr. Terenti Wasielewski

May 9, 2021
Christ is risen!     
     The Sunday after Great and Holy Pascha is commonly known as Thomas Sunday. In this gospel we hear of Thomas’ disbelief in the Resurrection of Christ and the fact that he can only come to believe in the Resurrection when he thrusts his hands into the wounds of Christ. We commonly call this day as the anti-Pascha or more specifically instead of Pascha. 
     The gospel lesson for this Sunday has 3 key points. The first is contained in the salutation “Peace be to all” that is said by Christ three times in the passage. This is a typical Semitic greeting by Hebrews and Arabs that is said even today when you greet someone. It is to reassure the other person(s) that they come as a friend not a foe. As we heard in the gospel, the apostles were behind locked doors. A lot was happening at the time with the Resurrection of our Lord and the apostles were in fear of their lives. Christ gives them the reassurance that He is there as their friend and to present a peaceful environment. 

     You might say that we do the same within the context of the Divine Liturgy. We say “Peace be to all” multiple times during the Divine Liturgy. The reason is simple: we are creating a new peaceful environment sort of speak for the next part of the Liturgy. The Peace introduces us to the next part of the Liturgy, whether it is the epistle, gospel or the beginning of the consecration. As we know, our minds wander during the services, so the greeting serves as an alert that signals us to pay attention to the next segment of the Liturgy.   

       The second important part of this lesson is the formation of the church as we know it. Now that Christ has come to us and allowed himself to be crucified and resurrected for our salvation, we need to begin to build the church. We need to start this foundation of the church with the sacraments. The sacraments become the vital tools that bring us closer to God and closer to our salvation in the kingdom. When Christ breathes on the apostles, he is giving them the Holy Spirit to go forth and build His Church. Also, he instructs them that they have the ability to forgive or retain the sins of men. Both of these actions constitute the institution of Holy Orders and Confession respectively. 

     If you attended Vespers on Pascha last Sunday you would have heard the same gospel read. The reason for this is that it begins and ends the week as if it were one day. Bright week is the most festive time of the year. It is said that it is the time when Christ is closest to us. That is why the priest carries a candle whenever a service is celebrated, because it is a reminder that Christ is beside us more so than at any other time of the year. 
     However, the week of Pascha of complete joy, happiness and feasting has encountered a bump in the road sort of speak. . It is a bump in the road because even though all of us have celebrated, there are those among us who cannot believe. It is only through them witnessing the risen Christ with the wounds that they can come to believe. Their belief cannot come from faith but only through the five senses. Have we not encountered in life people who require a scientific experiment in order to have a belief in something. Unless it is seen, touched, smelled, heard and tasted, they will not believe. Ironically many of the same people would believe in a scientific theory as the Big Bang theory (the theory states that the universe began as massive explosion of gases), or some other theories like the Oscillating Universe. 

    Another reason why the anti-Pascha is celebrated is because it comes from an ancient Semitic belief that is still woven into joyous celebrations of contemporary Jews. Every joyous occasion has a hidden sadness. The hidden sadness for us is that those who have ears have refused to accept the Risen Christ. 
    If we go back six months to Christmas, the Sunday after Christmas commemorates the slaughtering of the innocents—so just as we have an anti-Christmas, we also have an anti-Pascha image as well. We had the perfect innocent life come into the world in the form of God Man, yet we experienced several thousand innocents slaughtered. Likewise, on Pascha we experienced the fullness of belief and joy and yet we are now experiencing the doubt.
    The question remains do we have a continuous belief in the risen Lord, or is it fleeting. Do we have the ‘doubting Thomas’ syndrome?  Do we require a scientific experiment to prove what we believe? We are warned by Christ himself in the gospels, by those who require signs and miracles in order to believe. Those who simply believe without the scientific experiment, will be those who will walk through the gates before all others. Remember what Christ says in today’s gospel: Blessed are those who have not seen yet believe. 
     Christ is Risen! 

