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Homily on the Centurion’s servant

July 18, 2021
     Today we hear the first miracle that is recorded in Matthew’s gospel. This lesson is important because its main character is a centurion—a Roman soldier that was in charge of 100 men. For the centurion this was risky business because of his status and his interaction with not only a Jew, but a Jew who was purported to have miraculous abilities at healing the sick and the lame. He risked being laughed at, ridiculed and most importantly losing his lofty position as a centurion and banished from the Roman army completely or even death. 

    However, what motivated the centurion to request this? Why was this servant so important that he desired to have him healed? We usually do not expect such interest on the part of a master having a servant healed. In fact, we usually find that there is no interaction between these classes of persons. In fact, they could care less what happens to a servant.  We can only speculate here because the gospel doesn’t give us the answer. Perhaps there was more of a close friendship that we usually don’t expect between a master and his servant. Perhaps the servant did a stellar job at serving—so good that he would be hard to replace.  Whatever it may be, it compelled the centurion to have him healed. 

      The bond that existed between the centurion and his servant is symbolic of the bond that we must have with Christ. Christ is our centurion sort of speak and if we develop a strong bond with him, he will be there for us as well if it his will.  
      We also need to speak about the centurion’s desire for Christ to just say the word to heal his servant rather than Christ entering the house where the servant was. The centurion says “Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under my roof but just say the word so my servant may be healed.”  The key word here is deserve.  Despite the centurion’s rank which is equivalent to a captain in modern military terms, the centurion expresses complete and authentic humility, an attitude you would not expect from a high-ranking military man. Entering the home would be construed as entering unclean territory The centurion understood that as a Jew, Christ could not have any dealings with gentiles and he would be breaking the Jewish law, yet this wasn’t going to prevent Christ.
       It would also be understood culturally that entering a home would mean that they have some sort of connection with each other, whether they were relatives or of the same faith and that by entering the home it would mean that they were on even footing. Even so, the narrative indicates that Christ was willing to go in the home, thus showing that his first mission may have been to the lost sheep of Israel, but he is also to be the light to the gentiles. 
     So how should we interpret this miracle in modern times. We can simply say that if we ask Christ to heal us, he can just do it. The Eucharist brings us closer to God without a doubt, but it is not always available at a moment’s notice. So just like Christ healing the servant from a distance, we too can be healed if it is His will, if we have authentic humility, absolute faith, and sincere prayer. Whether we are in the car driving, at our desk at work, shopping at the mall, washing clothes at home, vacationing on a sandy beach we still have communion with God if we allow him to come into our hearts with humility, faith and prayer. This should be our daily practice wherever we may be so our souls will be filled with the spirit.  
