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     In today’s gospel we hear about the young rich ruler and how he poses the question to Christ about getting into the eternal kingdom. The text gives us an image about this person based on the three words: rich, young, ruler. First if he is rich then we know he has money. He no doubt has a palace, servants who will wait on him hand and foot and cook his meals. He has a herd of camels for travel, herd of sheep for meat and barns for grains. Whatever he wishes he has the means to get it.  Second, he is young--that means he is in the prime of his life. He probably is in perfect health; he has no infirmities to deal with and no doubt he is handsome so that he will be able to find anyone in his kingdom to marry. Third, he is a ruler. He has authority over all. He is the one who issues commands and others obey. He doesn’t have a supervisor to lord it over him. He has the freedom to do as he wishes. 

     So, his life here on earth is complete, there is nothing more to master here, but he doesn’t know is what is in store for him in the next life—this is why he inquires about eternal life. Perhaps he is anxious about what is to come or maybe he is not anxious but only curious about the next life or maybe he wants to know what he must do to prepare in the coming years.  St. John Chrysostom says his intentions are genuine, however, his question is flawed because it demands more than one good thing. .   St. John says that he comes from rich soil, but there was a problem with this soil because according to Our Lord we must do everything possible.  

     The problem with rich man is like all of us. We want to do it the easy way. This is why our Lord answers the ruler gradually. Because he knows we are frail and need to work on things in increments:  First he inquires if he is obedient with some of the 10 commandments; Second, he speaks of those things that will take us the extra mile.
     The ruler says he does all these things, so then the Lord says to him go and sell everything and give it to the poor. We should understand this commandment to mean as best you can rather than literally to sell everything and give it to the poor. If it was, all of us would be out on the street with no means to feed ourselves and live. Oftentimes we read scripture and think that the literal word is what we must employ. This is further from the truth. The Lord gives him that line to hear his reaction.  Only a few have been able  to sell everything they have and give it to the poor. Today we celebrate one saint who was able to achieve this. St. Simeon of Verhotuye was a 17-century saint that was born into nobility but rejected the aristocratic life for a more severe form of living. He became a beggar and served others in the street. St. Simeon dedicated his life to making coats, hats and gloves for the poor who live in the streets. These people who sacrificed their lives for other are rare and that is why they achieved sainthood because they obeyed Christ’s commandment to sell everything and give it to the poor. 
     For most us here, we are not ready to do what St. Simeon did. However, St. Theoplact clearly explains a way that all of us can succeed at doing the Lord’s commandment. He distinguishes a rich man from a biblical steward. A rich man is one who hoards everything and doesn’t do any good with it. He further states that a steward is one who also has money but distributes it to good uses--whether it is providing food and housing for others, dollars for cancer research, environmental causes, prevention of spousal abuse, keeping up women’s shelters or protection of animals. This is what we are expected to do—to live modestly and to share. 
    When our Lord says “it is easier for a man to go through the eye of needle than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom” he is not talking about a needle that we put thread through, rather this was a Semitic phrase at the time to refer to a rich man entering the side gates in Jerusalem. If you go to Jerusalem and go to any of the gates, there is a very small hole to the right or left of the main gate that would allow people to come through after the gates were closed in the evening.  It should not be interpreted literally.  
    St. John Climacus says that when you have money it is a drag. It is like a millstone around our necks because it weighs us down and causes us to think about materialistic things, but when we are poor, we have the freedom from worry to easily follow our Lord.  The more modest we become with our living habits, the more we will want to dedicate our lives to God and to our fellow human beings. 
    Finally, a further thought-- according to John Chrysostom giving up wealth is not the issue, but following the Lord is Think about it—we can always throw money at a situation but can we follow the Lord?
