1

Woman with the issue of blood and Raising of Jairus daughter
By Fr. Terenti Wasielewski
      In today’s gospel we have two miracles each dealing with women, one old probably nearing the end of her life and the other a teenager, starting to enter the prime of her life. Each is afflicted with disease. Each is in need of divine intervention or else they will perish.  Each is dependent upon the healing power of our Lord. 
      When I was in Israel a few years ago, we went to Magdala, on the Sea of Galilee where Mary Magdalene was born and lived.  In ancient times Magdala was a busy port, but today a Roman Catholic Church stands within a prominent place of the ancient port. Inside the church there is a chapel entitled the “Encounter” which contains a very large modern painting of what it was like during the time of Christ. The market place was a bustling place, fast and crowded and no place for the infirm to ambulate. Just imagine it was the Times Square of the day.
      The painting is a ground level view of feet with a wrinkled hand thrusting into the crowded street to touch the hem of Christ’s garment.  The large painting envelopes you. You are drawn into the crowd and you can feel the woman’s struggles.  Immediately you can conjure up an image of a woman who was in poor health because of her hemorrhaging, not able to walk well, not able to stand up, ostracized because of her disease, yet she struggled to touch Christ and she was willing to risk getting trampled and kicked upon in hopes of being healed.  The action of the woman shows us that her attempts with doctors, medicine at the time proved ineffectual and her only hope was with God.  How often do we do the same? When all else fails we turn to God for healing. Sometimes it works and sometimes it doesn’t.  God works in mysterious ways, if it is His will, we will be healed but if it is not, then we must deal with what we have been dealt and face the ultimate end.  However, it worked with the woman with the issue of blood. Her hemorrhage was healed and we are led to believe that her life continued.  So, we can deduce from this miracle that it was her strong faith that allowed her to be healed. 
       In the second miracle, Christ is called to heal a young girl who is in a coma or who may even be dead.  By contrast to the woman with the issue of blood, the 12-year-old girl has yet to mature into a young woman and to live her life to the fullest.  In this case, she is unable to reach out to Christ, instead her father begs Christ to heal her.  This miracle is also one that is through faith alone.  The father’s reaction of falling before Christ and begging him to heal his daughter was a genuine act of supreme faith.  What is unique here that it isn’t necessary to have a tactile encounter.  Christ tells Jairus “Don’t be afraid, just believe and she will be healed”.  This faith cannot come from the daughter, but it was those who entered the house namely, Peter, James, John and her mother and father that had strong faith in God that caused her to be raised from her bed of illness.  This miracle confirms that our prayer for others is needed and may be the only hope we have.  St. Paul tells us in Ephesians “When we pray with others and confess our sin, we expose it to the light and Christ shines on us” (Ephesians 5:11-14).  St. James exhorts us to “confess our sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be healed” (James 5:16).  There are times when we are required to pray in silence, but there are other occasions when we need to come together to pray.  Times in need, whether it is for a stricken loved one, whether it is due to an epidemic, due to war, severe drought, we need to come together.  The poet John Donne wrote: No man is an Island entirely unto Himself.  We are all in this together and we are all part of the body of Christ.  
    The two miracles have important messages for us.  First, Christ is there for everyone. Whether we are nearing the end of our life or we are beginning to enter adulthood, everyone is afflicted and everyone needs to have God to rely on no matter what state of life they are in. 
     Second, we don’t give up on people.  If the young girl was dead, Christ shows us that if we have the faith, we can restore life to the lifeless.  Likewise, with the old woman, we could easily say that she is old, she has led her life now let her go onto the next.  No, this is not the message in this lesson.  We still need to preserve life.  When I am called to the hospital and pray for a person who is nearing the end of their life, we are really praying that God will preserve them—we do not give up on life until it happens.  It isn’t over till its over. 
     Third, both miracles are expressions of true and absolute compassion.  Whenever we have compassion for someone or something, it becomes the motivating factor that leads us to move forward and to act on something good.  Compassion is much more than an emotion. Whenever we pass by a beggar on the street, most of us are compelled to stop and offer something; whenever we see a car broken down on the side of the road, most of us would stop and offer assistance to the person.
      But the acts of compassion are not limited to the acts of the “Good Samaritan” that we usually think of.  Expressions of kindness to one another, giving assistance to one another by offering a helping hand are other types of compassion that we take for granted.  Let us keep this in mind whenever we greet each other. 
      Lastly, Christ can touch everyone or anyone at any time.  Even though we have the Holy Eucharist as a direct contact with our Lord to edify us spiritually, it is not exclusive. God can touch and heal with faith and prayer.  Christ is in our midst. Amen.
