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   Today's gospel is one of three lessons that deals with Christ raising someone from the dead. We all remember Lazarus, Jesus' closest friend who was raised a week before his own passion and the other was Jairus' daughter. This lesson is unique because the widow did not request Christ to come to raise her son, unlike Jairus who begged Christ to raise his daughter. In both resurrections, we see that Christ acts on our requests whether it is in the form of begging or prayer, and he acts for the good on those who don't request healing. This shows that God is there for all of us, his infinite love is limitless care. 
    The lesson begins by Christ and his disciples enter the small village of Na'in and there he encounters a large funeral procession. The story is another one that contrasts opposites. In this scenario you have a crowd of people exiting the village, no doubt dressed in black  and the mood is of complete sadness. On the other hand, you have Christ entering the village with his disciples and a crowd of followers, no doubt joyful and singing hymns as they go toward the village.

    A typical funeral procession in the Middle East is not like one that we have in the United States, where it is controlled, staged and emotions are usually subdued.  American funerals can often be likened to a performance rather than a true expression of grief and emotion. If you have ever seen funerals on the news from the Middle East, what you see are mourners expressing their grief with uncontrollable wailing, extreme body movements like beating their breasts and tearing their clothes. To us westerners, it would be disturbing if we were to attend a traditional Semitic funeral in real life. Undoubtedly, this is what Christ saw when he crossed the path of the procession when he approached the village.   
    As the two groups meet, Christ knows what has happened. He knows that the woman has lost her husband and now she has lost her son. For a woman living at this time, it would be devastating for her in her continued life on earth. There was no social assistance at the time and depending on her health and ability to earn a living, life could take a drastic turn to living her life as a beggar. Knowing that the woman is consumed with grief, Christ does not engage in any dialog with her, rather he immediately touches the bier, (the palate that holds the corpse) and immediately the boy stands up and begins to talk. With other miracles Christ either touches the person or it is by His words that completes the miracle. In this case, he touches not the body but he touches the bier. For the Jew, touching the body is unclean, so he is abiding by Jewish law. Even today, when Jews leave their cemetery, there is the thought that the cemetery is an unclean place, so at the exit there will always be a spigot for them to wash hands prior to exiting. 
   We should understand that the action of his healing is not demonstrating his power, rather he is bestowing his generosity upon his creation. In the epistle lesson today St. Paul speaks of generosity to the Corinthians. Christ's generosity to us is embedded in this miracle in Na'in. To each of us, this miracle points to that end when all of us will go through a resurrection, hopefully a resurrection to eternal life and not to a resurrection of damnation. 
      Christ has truly shown that he is the author, the giver of life and it is through his complete compassion and love for mankind that he performs this miracle. This ultimate act of compassion by Christ is to heal. It is by far one of the strongest social virtues a Christian should attain. Compassion is often seen as a weakness, something that is only for tree huggers, but it is a fundamental gift of strength. Christ was full of compassion--not only was it expressed here in this lesson, but even to those who hated him, those who beat him, those who spat on him and even those who killed them. Remember what his last words were on the cross: Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.  Even when he was nearing his death, his compassion did not fail. He wanted those who persecuted him to be restored just like the widow's son and to enjoy paradise where there is no sickness or sorrow but everlasting joy. 
    As we see here joy conquers all sorrow and the village is reunited. The widow is symbolic for all of us who sorrow or who are in pain. Each one of us at some point in our lives will experience this, whether it through grief or some other loss. And hopefully we will be like the widow who will encounter Christ on journey who will restore us to complete joy.  
