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Luke 12:16-31

Feast of the Presentation and the Parable of the Rich fool

Sunday, November 21, 2021

By Fr. Terenti Wasielewski

     Today we celebrate the Feast of the Presentation of the Theotokos in the temple. We celebrate her birth in September and we celebrate her second birth sort of speak in November. It is another birth because it signifies the beginning of her new role. Tradition says that her parents, Joachim and Anna present her to the priest in the temple as a dedication to God because God blessed them to bear a child in old age. Her presentation in the temple could be likened to living at a boarding school, however her life centered on learning scripture and other tasks that would prepare her to be chosen to bear Christ. The troparion for this feast speaks to the true meaning of this day: “Today is the preview of the goodwill of God”. It is a preview because the Theotokos is being prepared for the awesome task of bringing the savior into the world. Scripture tells us that her preparation was one filled with humility and spiritual readiness and that she accepted what the Lord planned for her. When the angel made the announcement to her, she responded: “Behold the handmaiden of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word” (Luke 1:38). It should be a lesson to all of us, particularly parents who have young children. If we prepare soil well in early years by tilling it, adding proper nutrients, the soil will yield great fruit, but if we do not prepare that soil we will lose the opportunity for a good harvest.  Joachim and Anna prepared Mary well for the task.    
    For us, Mary’s life is something that we can try to emulate even in our older years. She was completely human yet she remained free from committing sin in her life.  Mary had choices in her life, she was not bound by God forcing her to do anything, yet she chose purity. When we have choices in this life, we should always think of Mary when we come to those crossroads.    
     On another note, today’s Sunday gospel reading speaks of a man who desired to hoard all his harvest in barns. He was a man of comfortable living, a man who for the most part is thinking about himself. He plans to tear down his barns and build larger ones so that he would be able to store all his goods and be able to retire early.  Unfortunately, the parable depicts the fallacy that wealth can secure prosperity or a good life. Just because you may have all the grain in your barns, doesn’t mean that you will be happy and healthy in this life. 
     The crux of the parable of the barns deals with selfishness and greed. The fact that the man is having a conversation with himself shows that he is a self-indulgent person not interested in people around him. Certainly, most of us here are planning ahead, looking at our 401k’s, our IRA’s, the stock market or how much we will receive from social security. Saving, planning for the future is normal behavior; we all need to live at least a modest life in retirement-- however when someone hoards and saves much more than they will ever need, it is not normal.

    We know from the scriptures that wealth in itself is not sinful, it’s what we do with it that counts. Christ had two friends who were wealthy: Joseph of Arimathea and Zacchaeus the publican and yet they became saints. 
     The Wisdom literature in the Old Testament is full of explanations of how one can be wealthy and also be in God’s graces. A passage from the Book of Sirach gives such wisdom:
      “He who loves gold will not be justified and he who pursues money will be led astray by it. Many have come to ruin because of gold … It is a stumbling block to those who are devoted to it, and every fool will be taken captive by it. Blessed is the rich man who is found blameless and who does not go after gold. Who is he? We will call him blessed for he has done wonderful things among his people. Who has been tested by it and been found perfect? … His prosperity will be established and the assembly will relate his acts of charity.” 
     The purpose of wealth, according to the Wisdom literature, is for acts of charity, almsgiving. The stockpiling of wealth is condemned; rather wealth must serve a public need.
    The reading of this gospel lesson this Sunday, places it at appropriate time. We are now into the fast of the Nativity and it becomes the time for us to prepare for the entry of Christ into the world. It begins the time for us to make a special effort to reflect, to fast, to confess our sins and partake of the Eucharist and it is also a time for us to share our grain.  As we all know, it is the time for us to collect food for the homeless and money for the poor. Several radio and television stations have toy drives for children who would otherwise not have a present on Christmas Day.  In the back of our church is a food drive bin and poor box that we can all contribute something for those who are in need. As we know with increasing food costs due to inflation, the need becomes even greater. Make it a point when we go to the supermarket to be mindful of those less fortunate and spend a few extra dollars for the Cohoes pantry. 
     This year, as we proceed during the fast, let us not only think of our own community, but also let us think globally of those who are even in worse conditions than the poor within our borders. African children who are parentless and who suffer from the scourge of various diseases and malnourishment, Homeless Brazilian children who fend for food in the garbage dumps of San Paulo, Mentally ill children who are confined to cribs for most of their lives and never see the light of day. These people are the ones who desperately need our help. 
     The International Orthodox Charities organization is an international body that is well aware of these conditions and is using the gift of charity to bring a brighter future to those in need. This organization has one of the highest reputations for money going directly to help people.  We should all consider making a gift to this organization that is part of making a brighter future for all humankind. Today is IOCC Sunday and at the end of the Liturgy we will be taking up a special collection, please give generously. 
     Let us pray, that we may not be like the man in today’s gospel by building barns to store his harvest, but that we share the harvest with all who are in need of our assistance. 
