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Sermon for Sunday of All Saints

June 27,2021

 The first Sunday after the celebration of Pentecost is always All Saints Sunday. On the Sunday of all Saints, we remember those that have gone before us, who have fulfilled God’s plan for humanity here on earth, who took up that call from God to join Him, and the many who suffered greatly and died for their faith. It is on these days that we not only commemorate those saints who are well known to us, but we also commemorate those whose names we don’t know. 
    In his letters, St. Paul uses the word saint many times. According to Paul, a saint is someone who is “sanctified in Christ Jesus.” This describes all who believe in Christ and are made holy by his grace. Also included in the definition are “all that ... call upon the name of Jesus Christ” (who may or may not yet be fully converted). In Romans 8:27, it says that Christ “makes intercession for the saints.” In the surrounding verses it explains that the saints have the Holy Spirit, love God, and are “called according to his purpose.”

      As we know, every single day of the year we celebrate the memory of many saints on the day which they left their earthly existence and entered into eternal life. Today is also the day on which many who don’t actually have a known patron saint whose name they share in our church will celebrate their name-day. 
      So who would be a candidate for sainthood you might ask?  We can see from the icons on our church walls that our Saints came from all different walks of life. We have Saints who were doctors, soldiers, bishops, monks, priests, nuns, kings, queens, married couples, whole families who were killed for their faith, and we even have repentant prostitutes as saints of our church. There are saints who smoked, drank, abused and even committed murder.  Not all were meek and humble, some of them were cranky, condescending, conceded and just plain angry people. Some were mentally ill. But in all the various cases, there was repentance and gifts that far exceeded their shortcomings. 
     Also, age is no barrier, and this is something that is relevant to the youth of our Church. Many of the Saints, and especially many of the martyrs, were teenagers and young children. For example, the Apostle and Evangelist Saint John the Theologian, the same one who wrote the Gospel bearing his name and the book of revelation, was only a youth of around 14 years old when he was chosen by Christ to become one of the 12 disciples. Even the Mother of God was a mere teenager, according to the tradition of the time, when she gave birth to Jesus.
     Originally this day was a day to commemorate the martyrs. Ultimately, through the great sufferings and tortures that the martyrs endured-- they were able to attain a special position in God’s kingdom, a special position in our Church, which is God’s kingdom on earth, and a special position in our hearts as intercessors before the throne of God. Eventually, this day evolved into a day to commemorate every category of saints, whether it be confessors, passionbearers, unmercenaries, wonderworkers, etc. 
     Having said all of this, what are the terms and conditions for attaining sainthood. We have just noted that you don’t need to be young or old, you don’t need to be a bishop or a nun, and you certainly don’t need to walk through life trying to display actions of piety.  Christ tells us in today's gospel how we are to become saints. This is how:

1. We must confess Christ before all people. This means that we don’t hide our faith as if it’s something to be embarrassed about. We don’t wonder what people might think of us when we come to Church every week. Furthermore, we don’t disregard the practice of praying or reading the Bible as if it’s something that either only priests or religious fanatics do. It’s not something to hide, it is something that should make us happy and proud, and it is something that we should wish the whole world was a part of. We should always wear our crosses and not be afraid to display them in secular society. 
2. We need to place Christ and to love Christ before anyone else that we love here on earth. We need to love Christ more than our mothers, fathers, brothers, sisters, wives, and husbands! This is often a sore point with many Christians and considered a hard condition to fulfil. What does it really mean to love Christ above our family and friends? Christ must always be on our minds and hearts—we can never lose sight of him. We need to take him to work each day, he needs to be there when we go shopping or when we go on vacation. Remember what St. Paul tells us in 1st Thessalonians: Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. So, in other words, when we are in the car going to work, listen to church music. If you can use headphones at your job or you are out shopping listen to church music or some inspirational prayer. It doesn’t mean we stop everything we do—even monastics don’t do that, but Christ should always be in the forefront of our minds. 
3. The final point is taking up ones Cross and following Christ. This means putting aside our selfish desires, and following God's will for our lives. We are commanded to deny ourselves. In other words, it is not always about us in this world. We are here to be servants not only to God but to our fellow man. The cross becomes our spiritual crutch that supports us and keeps us afloat so that we can endure the hardships that come sainthood.  We need to remember on this day saints like, St. Herman who endured years of harsh winters in Alaska sleeping on boards and stones for pillows as well as the beatings and persecution by the natives.  Maria Skobstova a nun who protected Jews in her apartment and was gassed on Holy Saturday in Ravensbruck concentration camp for her righteousness and Xenia of Petersburg who gave everything to the poor and became a fool for Christ. This is what we are talking about when we take up our cross and deny ourselves. Amen. 
