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Homily

Matthew 9.1-8

Sunday, July 25, 2021
    When we study a book of the Bible it is important to know a major overarching theme. And this helps to put detail accounts into an overall big picture. For the Gospel of Matthew, the author wants his readers to be convinced of one central truth, namely that Jesus is Christ, the Messiah, the Anointed King. And right from the get go Matthew labors to point out convincing proofs for the kingship of Jesus. 
     In our lesson for today, Matthew gives us three proofs that are to convince us of Christ’s divinity. The first is that Christ knows the secrets of our hearts. No one else but God knows all things about us, our past and our future. Therefore, if Christ knows all of what we do, it confirms that he is God too. The second is that he grants the paralytic the forgiveness of sins. No man can forgive sins alone, but it is God. Therefore, Christ can directly heal through his divine forgiveness. The third is that Christ heals only by the power of word. He doesn’t need medicine or any such intervening mechanism to heal, it is just done by speech. 
     Because this gospel lesson is contained in Luke and Mark, it implies that this narrative was not only important, but it was well-known in the 1st century as an important miracle of Christ. 

   Of particular importance in this lesson, is that faith must be seen and it also must be corporate. For many of the healings in the bible, Christ only needs to see the faith of the person being healed, but in the case of the paralytic he needs to see the faith of those around him. Perhaps Christ is telling us that if the disease is as severe as paralysis it takes more that the person to cure the person. In the epistle to St. James that we read for the Holy Unction service, St. James commands us that when one is sick to call all the presbyters to gather for the healing. St. James also tells us that not a mere cognitive recognition or agreement or verbal confession, but also active demonstration. But someone may well say, “You have faith and I have works; show me your faith without the works, and I will show you my faith by my works.” 
     In our lesson today, Jesus saw their actions in bringing the paralytic to him, and their actions testified of their faith. Faith is not a wishful thinking. You cannot simply wish that you can have such faith. As verse 4 clearly indicates it is active, a hard work, intentional (must have a purposeful plan), reasoned, intelligent, both private and publicly visible, and involves others (i.e., needs the community of like-minded believers).

 Therefore, we can conclude that the more people who believe, the more people pray and the more people who prove their faith with good works, the greater the chance for the healing to be done. This collectiveness is what St. Paul is referring to when he is talking about the body of Christ—that we are all in this together and that more we are cohesive in our belief and actions, the better the foundation. 
     The second important part of the lesson is that of spiritual wholeness over physical wholeness.  The fact that Jesus said what he said clearly implies that the greatest disease we all need healing is not any particular physical disease but the spiritual disease, namely sin. This is because sin is the cause of all deaths. The Bible says, “For the wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23a). 

     This is not to imply that healing from particular physical disease is unimportant. But keep in mind that a person can have the greatest health and physical wholeness, but that cannot stop from death. Everyone will die – i.e., the physical fit and the sick. 

     Furthermore, a person may have the greatest health and physical wholeness, but spiritually dead. Contrary, a person may have the worst physical health (even ready to die any moment), but spiritually alive and healthy. It is better for a physically sick to die spiritually well than for a physically well to die spiritually dead. Without a doubt there is the priority of wholeness. 

     But not to ignore the physical wholeness, Jesus does heal this paralytic man. However, you need to see that Jesus heals this man after Jesus declared to him that his sins are forgiven. Meaning, Jesus healed this man physically after he healed him spiritually, hence the priority of spiritual wholeness over physical wholeness.

     Without a doubt Jesus is once again the central focus of this redemptive story. The greatest proof of the supreme authority of Jesus is that he alone can forgive sins. And if we know that your sins are forgiven by Jesus then we need to fear him, worship him, and serve him. And one of the ways in which you can serve him is bring others to Jesus Christ just like the four men who brought a paralytic to Jesus.  Amen.
